[Aberrant p53 protein expression in oral candidal leukoplakia].
Expression of p53 protein in 17 cases of oral candidal leukoplakia (OCL) was studied by immunohistochemistry. p53 protein was identified in all 17 cases (100%) of OCL, and 78% in control cases. The number of p53 positive cells, determined as in per unit of epithelial length, were higher in OCL with epithelial dysplasia than in those without (P < 0.01). Severe dysplasia had the highest number of p53 positive cells. The mean value of p53 positive cells in OCL with simple epithelial hyperplasia was also higher than that in control group. The results indicate that aberrant p53 protein expression exists in OCL and this may be a biological marker for OCL with epithelial dysplasia.